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Sir: 

Applicants herein respond to the Office Action mailed July 16, 2002 (Paper No. 9). 
Please debit any underpayments, or credit any overpayments, to firm deposit account no. 08- 
1641. Applicants request reconsideration and allowance in view of the following amendments 
and remarks. 

In the Claims : 

Amend the claims as follows: 


_ ^ 3. (twice amended) The plasmid of claim 1, wherein the SK primer sequence 

elements comprise a marker that binds to a target structure during hybridization. 

4. (twice amended) The plasmid of claim 1, wherein the SK primer sequence 
element is 

5' - GATCC ACT AGTTCT AG AGCG-3 ' (SEQ ID NO: 5). 


